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Trans community calls 


for united resistanc 


By Melinda Butterfield 


Since mid-September, Donald Trump's 
presidential campaign reportedly spent 
more than $30 million on television 
ads promoting anti-transgender hate. 
These have aired primarily in con- 
tested “swing states” and during high- 
viewership national sports broadcasts, 
including the World Series, NFL, and 
college football games. 

Not only Trump and the Republican 
Party but the sports industry and tele- 
vision networks should be condemned 
for their complicity and for profiting off 
bigotry. 

One of these insidious ads explicitly 
targets Black men viewers, featuring ac- 
tors complaining about tax money spent 
on health care for trans prisoners and 
immigrants and about “men” competing 
in sports against “our girls.” 

Continued on page 8 


Stop the sanctions 
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Stop sanctions against CUBA 
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National March for Trans Youth in Orlando, Florida, Oct. 7, 2023. 


‘AMAZON: 
Invest in Workers, not Genocide’ 


LEONARD PELTIER is hospitalized 
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Stop investing in genocide; justice 


for workers 


Struggle-La Lucha interviews Andrew M 
of the Peoples Power Assembly 


SLL: We understand that the 
Peoples Power Assembly launched a 
campaign this past Labor Day around 
Amazon divesting in genocide and 
demanding justice for its workers. 
What are the concrete demands of the 
campaign and its goals? 


The “Amazon: Invest in Workers, not 

Genocide” campaign makes demands 

of both Amazon and the Baltimore City 

government. As the campaign grows, 

our demands will remain open to 
feedback from Amazon workers and the 
broader community. Currently, they are: 

Amazon: 

e Institute a $30 minimum wage and 
proportional wage increases for all 
workers. 

e Full-time benefits for all workers. 

e Shut down Project Nimbus and all 
other projects, contracts, and invest- 
ments with the apartheid government 
of Israel. 

Baltimore City: 

e Hold an open forum for Amazon 
workers and the community to testify 
on working conditions without fear of 
reprisal. 

e Pass a city council resolution divesting 
the City from all projects, contracts, 
and investments with the apartheid 
government of Israel. 

SLL: In what ways is Amazon invest- 
ing in genocide? 
The Israeli military uses Amazon’s 

“Project Nimbus” to automate the soft- 

ware they use to operate their weapons 
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systems. In other words, it allows Israel’s 
military to use artificial intelligence 

to surveil, target, and kill Palestinian 
civilians. 

SLL: How have you been implement- 
ing your work, and what has been the 
response? 

An important aspect of this campaign 
is that, on the one hand, Amazon work- 
ers know their community supports 
them. On the other hand, the commu- 
nity needs to understand Amazon’s 
working conditions. 

PPA members have been to major 
transit hubs in Baltimore City, includ- 
ing some Amazon shuttle stops, to hand 
out and tape up flyers. 

Maybe a more important aspect of the 
campaign is to connect the worker strug- 
gle with the anti-imperialist struggle. 
So, while our flyers list our demands, 
they also aim to expose the connection 
between their employer, Amazon, and 
the genocide in Palestine. There’s room 
in the budget to kill innocent people, but 
none for raises or health care. 

The response from the broader com- 
munity in Baltimore has been over- 
whelmingly positive. Amazon workers 
were enthusiastic about starting a 
conversation and talking more about 
conditions at work. 

In one of these conversations, we 
learned that Amazon prohibited the use 
of headphones or earbuds except for its 
own brand. 
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SLL: Howis your campaign related to 
Starbucks and the Maersk campaign? 

We see our campaign as a localization 
ofthe Palestinian Youth Movement's 
Mask Off Maersk campaign. 

These kinds of campaigns are crucial 
to the mass movement to free Palestine 
— they offer solutions and a program for 
accomplishing them. They identify the 
corporations that we all recognize in our 
everyday lives and expose their role in 
the system that creates and profits from 
war and genocide. But more importantly, 
they offer a way to plug in and fight back. 

PPA members have met with many 
Starbucks Workers United members and 
organizers at solidarity sip-ins to discuss 
this campaign. It's abundantly clear that, 
at least among the rank-and-file mem- 
bership, the union effort's organizers are 
pro-Palestine, including various calls 
to boycott Starbucks. In fact, Starbucks 
sued SBWU members for speaking out in 
support of Palestine. 

This puts SBWU, at least as an organi- 
zation, in a precarious position. For now, 
members can’t say anything in support 
of Palestine as representatives of SBWU. 
However, we welcome SBWU members 
to our demonstrations around Palestine 
so they can raise their struggles. 

SLL: Is there anything else you would 
like to add? 

Anyone interested in the campaign 
can join the email list by signing up at 
http://tiny.cc/WorkersNotGenocide. 


LOS ANGELES 
LA@struggle-la-lucha.org 
NEW ORLEANS 
NOLA@struggle-la-lucha.org 
NEW YORK CITY 
NYC@struggle-la-lucha.org 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
Orlando@struggle-la-lucha.org 
SAN DIEGO 
SanDiego@struggle-la-lucha.org 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
DC@struggle-la-lucha.org 


Justice for Jordan Neely! 
Vigilante killings must be stopped! 


By Stephen Millies 


Oct. 21 — A hundred people came to 
the Criminal Courts Building in low- 
er Manhattan this morning to demand 
justice for Jordan Neely. The 30-year-old 
Black man was strangled to death by the 
white vigilante Daniel Penny on May 1, 
2023, inside a subway car. 

Penny, a former Marine sergeant 
from West Islip, New York., was in court, 
where his trial began. He’s charged with 
second-degree manslaughter and crimi- 
nally negligent homicide. Penny should 
be tried for first-degree murder instead. 

The December 12th Movement called 
the protest, which began as a news con- 
ference and continued as a militant 
picket line. D12 chairman Omowale Clay 
and International Secretariat member 
Roger Wareham were among the speak- 
ers. Demonstrators chanted, “Never for- 
get, never give up!” 

“The facts in this trial for the jury are 
simple,” the December 12th Movement 
said in its statement. “The only person 
on that train in Manhattan that became 
violent was Daniel Penny. He initiated 
violence! 

“Daniel Penny, an ex-Marine soldier 
jumped on Jordan Neely and put him in 
a chokehold that ended life. Begging for 
food or money does not warrant being 
put into a chokehold. Period.” 

Chokeholds can cause unconscious- 
ness in two minutes and kill within five. 
Daniel Penny knew that as an ex-Marine 
trained in martial arts. New York Police 
Department officers are no longer al- 
lowed to use chokeholds, although they 
often violate the rule. 

Penny took 15 minutes to strangle Jor- 
dan Neely on the “F” subway line at the 
Broadway/Lafayette stop in Manhattan. 
The homicide was recorded on video 
and seen by millions. 

The killing of Jordan Neely is no dif- 
ferent than the murder of George Floyd 
by Minneapolis policeman 
Derek Chauvin, who put his 
knee on Floyd for 9 minutes 
and 29 seconds. Or the death 
of Eric Garner, who cried “I 
can’t breathe” 11 times as he 
was choked to death by a cop 
in Staten Island. 
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Jordan Neely was a well-known moonwalking Michael Jackson impersonator who had been 
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dancing on the subways and platforms since 2009. 


$3 million for a killer 


Daniel Penny wasn’t even arrested by 
police and allowed to leave the scene. 
Nor were the person or persons detained 
who had assisted the killer by holding 
down Jordan Neely. It took 11 days for 
Penny to be charged. 

Why wasn’t Penny taken to Rikers 
Island prison like the Black teenager 
Kalief Browder was? Accused of stealing 
a backpack, Browder spent almost three 
years in Rikers because he couldn’t afford 
bail. Browder’s charges were dropped, 
but he was so traumatized that he hanged 
himself two years later in 2015. 

As Roger Wareham pointed out, the 
same New York Police Department that 
didn’t want to bust Daniel Penny used 
gunfire in a Sept. 16 incident involving 
alleged fare evasion. A 49-year-old sub- 
way rider, a bystander, was shot in the 
head because somebody else supposedly 
didn’t pay $2.90. 


The killing of Jordan Neely is no different than the murder 
of George Floyd by Minneapolis policeman Derek Chauvin, 
who put his knee on Floyd for 9 minutes and 29 seconds. 
Or the death of Eric Garner, who cried “I can’t breathe” 11 
times as he was choked to death by a cop in Staten Island. 


Wareham also denounced the $3 mil- 
lion that had been collected in support 
of the vigilante Daniel Penny. Over 
$2.6 million of the slush fund had been 
raised on the GiveSendGo site, which de- 
scribes itself as “the #1 Christian fund- 
raising site.” 

GiveSendGo collected dough for the 
fascists who were allowed to storm 
the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. Anoth- 
er recipient was Kyle Rittenhouse, who 
killed two anti-racists during a Black 
Lives Matter demonstration in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. 

Super bigot Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, 
who wants to ban Black history, urged 
his followers to donate to the killer. So 
have fascist members of Congress Mar- 
jorie Taylor Greene and Matt Gaetz. 
Greene calls the vigilante a “hero.” 

The campaign to defend Penny comes 
right from the top of capitalist society. 
“Free Daniel Penny” was the title of 
William McGurn’s May 15, 
2023 column in the Wall 
Street Journal. McGurn was 
the chief speechwriter for 
the war criminal George W. 
Bush, who killed hundreds 
of thousands of people in 
Iraq. 
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LA Times won't endorse genocide: 


Nika Soon-Shiong 


Struggle-La Lucha Los Angeles bureau 


The daughter of Los Angeles Times 
owner Patrick Soon-Shiong says the 
paper is refusing to endorse a candidate 
overseeing genocide. “For me, genocide 
is aline in the sand.” 

In a series of social media posts on 
Oct. 24, Nika Soon-Shiong said that the 
decision stems from opposition to Dem- 
ocratic candidate Kamala Harris’ stance 
on the war on Gaza. She noted that her 
father, a South African transplant sur- 
geon, served as an emergency surgeon at 
Baragwanath Hospital in Soweto during 
the apartheid era, stating, “For my fami- 
ly, apartheid is not a vague concept.” 

Nika said, “This is not a vote for 
Donald Trump. This is a refusal to 
endorse a candidate overseeing a war 
on children.” # 


‘For me, genocide is a line in 
the sand. This is a refusal to 
endorse a candidate over- 
seeing a war on children.’ 
— Nika Soon-Shiong 
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Los Angeles stands with Gaza 
Protest against Western media’s pro-Zionist bias 
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Anti-genocide activists gather outside CNN to protest pro-Zionist media bias. 


By Los Angeles bureau 


Oct. 18, Los Angeles-Seventy-five 
people turned out for an emergency 
protest in front of CNN. 

The protest was called when the 
Israeli military bombed targets 
that had been declared safe zones — 
a tent encampment at Al-Aqsa Hos- 
pital, a school at the Nuseirat camp, 
and the Al-Shati camp, all in north- 
ern Gaza. 

Dozens of Palestinian people 
were killed in the bombardments 
or burned alive in massive fires 
that followed. The majority were 
children. 

Organizers selected CNN as the site 
for the protest because of the West- 
ern media’s extreme pro-Zionist bias 


<LLphoto:|ohn Parker ÌN its coverage of the genocide. # 
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Billionaire’s agenda: 


Silencing anti-Zionism 


By Lev Koufax 


At first glance, the phrases “Stand Up 
to Hate” and “Combat Anti-Semitism” 
seem innocuous enough. After all, who 
wants to be known as a hateful bigot or 
a virulent anti-Semite? Outside of a select 
realm of Nazis and fascists, those who are 
proudly hateful anti-Semites rank few in 
the large masses of the working class. 

These two phrases are at the center of 
billionaire Robert Kraft’s non-profit, the 
Foundation to Combat Anti-Semitism, 
and its various media campaigns. If only 
this foundation were actually committed 
to fighting anti-Semitism or racist hate. 
In reality, Kraft’s nonprofit and its cam- 
paign have nothing to do with ethnic or 
racial hatred. The Foundation to Combat 
Anti-Semitism is, in reality, the founda- 
tion to combat anti-Zionism. 

To be clear, anti-Semitism is certainly 
a problem in the United States. Neo-Nazi 
organizing continues to grow. The Jewish 
community faces dozens of anti-Semitic 
hate crimes a year that have nothing to 
do with Israel but simply are based in an- 
ti-Jewish bigotry. Further, anti-Semitic 
rhetoric continues to ring from the high- 
est levels of the U.S. political class. 

Robert Kraft is not concerned with 
those forms of anti-Semitism. Actually, 
Robert Kraft is not concerned with an- 
ti-Semitism at all. He is simply concerned 
with profits and the protection of his in- 
vestments in the Zionist entity, which in- 
clude various athletic facilities and “en- 
trepreneurship” funds. 

Kraft founded the so-called Founda- 
tion to Combat Anti-Semitism in 2019 
with a $20 million grant. So, did Kraft 
establish this organization in response 
to the neo-Nazi march on Charlottesville, 
the mass shooting at Tree of Life Syna- 
gogue, or the murder of gay Jewish teen- 
ager Blase Bernstein? No, he did not. 

At a private event in 2019 in “Jerusa- 
lem,” Kraft discussed his plan to build his 
foundation. Kraft boldly announced at 
this event that his $20 million foundation 
would be aimed at combating the Boy- 
cott, Divest, and Sanctions movement and 
any other “delegitimization of Israel.” 

At the time, Kraft had already funded 
and led 27 missions to the Zionist entity. 
That number has only skyrocketed since. 
The Foundation’s opening propaganda 


salvo involved a team-up with two rap- 
pers, both Black men: Meek Milland Jay-Z. 

Outside of collaborating with those 
two rappers, the Foundation was pret- 
ty quiet in its first few years. In 2022, it 
launched its first major “Stand up to Jew- 
ish Hate” during the Super Bowl, which 
draws tens of millions of viewers world- 
wide every year. 

According to Kraft, he was driven to 
fund this ad campaign in the wake of 
anti-Semitic statements from two Black 
men, Kyrie Irving and Kanye West. For 
Kraft and the Foundation, the state- 
ments of these two Black celebrities 
were clear indicators that anti-Semi- 
tism in the United States had risen to an 
unacceptable level. 

Were the synagogue mass shootings 
and neo-Nazi torch marches not clear 
enough indicators that anti-Semitism 
was surging? Kraft only seems to care 
when Black or Brown people are alleged- 
ly anti-Semitic. 

This messaging plays into a common 
misconception that the Black communi- 
ty is somehow inherently more anti-Se- 
mitic than other communities. This is a 
strange notion considering that even ac- 
cording to the Zionist “Anti-Defamation 
League,” the vast majority of anti-Se- 
mitic hate crimes are perpetrated at the 
hands of neo-Nazi and white suprema- 
cist organizations. Regardless, even this 
racist messaging was a smokescreen for 
Kraft’s real motivation in his Founda- 
tion: to break the BDS movement. 

In the years since its founding, the 
Foundation has pumped millions of dol- 


Nov 4, 2024 Page 5 


Photo: National Students for Justice in Palestine 


A ‘Gaza Solidarity Sukkah’ 
at New-York University 


lars into studies and media campaigns 
that assert anti-Semitisim includes crit- 
icism of Israel. This included an October 
2023 report that categorized as anti-Se- 
mitic any comparisons between Gaza and 
Auschwitz and Jewish students building 
“Sukkahs” in solidarity with Gaza. That’s 
right, building shelters for the Jewish holi- 
day of Sukkot in solidarity with the home- 
less of Gaza is somehow anti-Semitic. 

The bodies of 11 Jews lying in pools of 
blood in Pittsburgh weren’t enough to 
push Kraft to action, but Jewish students 
standing in solidarity with Palestine 
were. As a part of this attack on the an- 
ti-Zionist and BDS movements, Kraft an- 
nounced in April of this year that he was 
pulling all of his financial support from 
Columbia University because of pro-Pal- 
estine protests. 

Comparisons between fascist “Israel” 
and Nazi Germany are not anti-Semitic. 
Jewish students who stand in solidarity 
with Palestine are not anti-Semitic. Boy- 
cotts of corporations that fund the geno- 
cide of Palestine are not anti-Semitic. 

Robert Kraft is not a friend of the Jew- 
ish community or any community that 
suffers from apartheid, racist hatred, or 
class oppression. He is a right-wing bil- 
lionaire who inherited his fortune from 
his father-in-law and long prided himself 
in his friendship with Donald Trump. 

Don’t be fooled by Kraft and his Foun- 
dation’s smooth talk and expensively 
produced television advertisements. He 
is just another racist Zionist billionaire. 

Lev Koufax is an anti-Zionist Jewish 
activist. 


Page6 Nov. 4, 2024 


QTRUGGLE x LA LUCHA 


Stop the sanctions against Zimbabwe! 
Africa says no to economic terrorism 


By Stephen Millies 


Since 2001, Zimbabwe has lost more 
than $150 billion from the sanctions im- 
posed by the United States and European 
Union, according to the country’s Vice 
President Constantino Chiwenga. 

That’s around $9,000 stolen from each 
of the African nation’s 17 million citi- 
zens. Just the higher bank fees and inter- 
est rates that result from these sanctions 
cost Zimbabwe a billion dollars per year. 

As Zimbabwe’s President Emmerson 
Dambudzo Mnangagwa noted, “It is the 
ordinary people, particularly the vul- 
nerable, who bear the brunt of these hei- 
nous and inhumane measures, which 
also stifle economic and social progress 
in Zimbabwe.” 

What crime did Zimbabwe commit to 
earn such severe punishment? Is it ac- 
cused of laundering money for the drug 
cartels, like TD Bank did? No. 

The Canadian bank with over 1,100 
branches in the U.S. just paid a $3 billion 
fine after it confessed to funneling drug 
profits. Meanwhile, Canada, along with 
Australia, still sanctions Zimbabwe. 

The great offense that Zimbabwe’s 
people committed — in the eyes of the 
wealthy and powerful — was that they 
took back their land. After being colo- 
nized by British settlers for 90 years, Af- 
ricans said their time was up. 

Cecil Rhodes’ British South African 
Company invaded Zimbabwe in the late 
1880s. The obscenely rich diamond king 
modestly proclaimed the country “Rho- 
desia” after himself. The Rhodes scholar- 
ships are named after this war criminal. 

Freedom fighters including the wom- 
an resistance leader Nehanda Charwe 
Nyakasikana were hanged. 

Theodor Herzl, the founder of Zionism, 
was so impressed by the stealing of Af- 
rican land that he wrote to Cecil Rhodes 
asking for his support. Since Zimbabwe 
won independence, hundreds of white 
settlers have moved to the Zionist state. 

“Israel” — which is really occupied 
Palestine — will be wiped off the map 
just like “Rhodesia” was. 


Anti-Sanctions Day backed by millions 
The cruel sanctions against Zimbabwe 

have been protested by the 16 countries 

belonging to the Southern African Devel- 
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Protest against U.S.-imposed 
sanctions at the U.S. Embassy 
in Harare, Zimbabwe, on Octi25: 


opment Community. More than 384 mil- 
lion people live in these countries. 

Since 2019, SADC has designated 
Oct. 25 as anti-sanctions day. This year, 
SADC’s chairperson is Zimbabwe Presi- 
dent Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa. 

President Mnangagwa is the world’s 
only head of state to have been on death 
row. As a teenage freedom fighter, his 
life was spared, but the future president 
spent 10 years in prison. 

Zimbabwe’s president spoke to thou- 
sands in Bulawayo, the country’s sec- 
ond-largest city, on Oct. 25, denouncing 
the sanctions. Also speaking in Zim- 
babwe was December 12th Movement 
chairperson Omowale Clay. 

The December 12th Movement held a 
meeting on Anti-Sanctions Day at Sistas’ 
Place in Brooklyn, New York. D12 mem- 
ber Colette Pean chaired the event. Vid- 
eos were shown, including South African 
President Cyril Ramaphosa denouncing 
the sanctions on Zimbabwe. 

Pean described how the European 
settlers seized Zimbabwes land. Cecil 
Rhodes allowed them to grab as much 
land as could be ridden around by a horse. 

Yet the U.S. and European capitalist gov- 
ernments are howling about the righteous 
farm seizures by the African inhabitants! 

The vicious sanctions were meant 
to break Zimbabwe, but the country is 
moving forward. Colette Pean explained 
how Zimbabwe has one of Africa’s two 


Photo: Xinhua/Tafara Mugwara 
highest literacy rates. 

Hospitals are being built, and 
drought-resistant crops are being devel- 
oped. Zimbabwe’s “Look East” policy has 
greatly increased trade with China and 
other Asian countries. 

Minister Plenipotentiary Donald L. 
Charumbira, a member of Zimbabwe’s 
mission to the United Nations, was the 
special guest. He said that 80% of man- 
ufactured goods are domestically pro- 
duced despite the sanctions. 

The diplomat described how British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair double- 
crossed Zimbabwe when he refused the 
promised compensation for the white 
farmers. This necessitated the farm take- 
overs, many of which were led by veter- 
ans of Zimbabwe’s liberation war, called 
the Chimurenga. 

Blair also refused to reveal where the 
body of Field Marshal Dedan Kimathi 
was buried. The freedom fighter, a lead- 
er of Kenya’s Land and Freedom army 
— which the corporate media called the 
Mau Mau — was hanged by the British on 
Feb. 18, 1957. 

Dedan Kimathi was avenged every time 
a white farm was seized in Zimbabwe. 

Rosemari Mealy brought greetings 
from the Cuban solidarity movement. The 
Caribbean nation has been sanctioned by 
the United States for over 60 years. 

Sanctions are a war crime and must be 
stopped. # 
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U.S., British bombing of Yemen’s 
port threatens renewed famine, war 


By Lev Koufax 


The United States and British air forc- 
es launched a series of air strikes against 
the Yemeni port city of Al Hudaydah on 
Oct. 31. This is the second of their kind 
launched by Western forces against the 
port, specifically since the beginning of 
2024. 

In July, Zionist forces carpet-bombed 
the Al Hudaydah port region, killing six 
people and wounding another 80. The 
July strikes also destroyed oil facilities 
and a crucial power station. At the time, 
United Nations Secretary-General Anto- 
nio Guterres condemned the strikes and 
accused the Zionist entity of unnecessary 
escalation against Yemen. 

The United Nations World Food Program 
later found that the July 20 Zionist strikes 
destroyed 800,000 liters of UN-owned 
fuel supplied for humanitarian purpos- 
es. Even the U.S.-friendly Western think 
tank, Human Rights Watch, condemned 
the strike as a “possible war crime,” citing 
the scorched earth nature of the strikes 
that targeted civilian infrastructure. 

This recent round of strikes on the 
port, this time perpetrated directly by 
the U.S. and Britain, signals a dangerous 
escalation in the region and threatens to 
plunge Yemen back into a bloody civil 
war after an uneasy armistice has held 
for roughly five years. Further attacks on 
the port could also reintroduce famine 
conditions in Yemen and worsen the cur- 
rent cholera outbreak. 

The port at Al Hudaydah is a crucial 
supply point for Yemen and the entire 
Arabian peninsula. Regarding Yemen, 
70% of the country’s food imports enter 
via the Al Hudaydah port. Further, the 
port is also the entry point for over 80% of 
all humanitarian aid that enters Yemen. 

The targeting of Al Hudaydah’s civil- 
ian port capacity is not a mistake. It is an 
intentional attempt to destabilize the le- 
gitimate Ansar Allah-led government of 
Yemen and to place the people of Yemen 
under siege conditions as they fight to 
end the genocide in Gaza. This is not the 
first time Western-backed forces have at- 
tempted to starve out Ansar Allah via the 
Al Hudaydah port. 

In 2018, a U.S.-backed joint Saudi and 
UAE forces besieged the port city in the 
hopes of striking a fatal blow against 


Warplanes of the U.S. and Britain have launched a new attack against the Yemeni port city of 


Al Hudaydah. 


the growing then-named “Houthi Move- 
ment.” That movement, now known as 
the Ansar Allah Yemen Government, led 
an uprising in 2014 against a Saudi pup- 
pet government that aimed to open the 
country to predatory Western monop- 
olies. In 2014, the rebel forces captured 
the Yemeni capital city of Sanaa and es- 
tablished a new seat of government. 

Four years into a bloody war between 
Saudi Arabian proxy forces and Ansar 
Allah, the Saudi and Emirate forces de- 
cided to make a move against the new 
Yemeni government by attacking the 
Al Hudaydah port. This deadly move 
came after years of human rights abuses 
against the Yemeni people. To be clear, 
the United States, France, and Britain 
supplied weapons to the Saudi forces, 
who used those weapons to wage a terror 
campaign against Ansar Allah and the 
citizens of Yemen. 

U.S.-supplied Saudi forces began their 
attack on the Al Hudaydah port in June 
of 2018. The battle quickly intensified, 
engulfing the entire city and placing the 
port at the risk of total shutdown. The 
Saudi forces’ aim was the same as the 
U.S. forces today: to starve the people 
of Yemen and undermine Ansar Allah’s 
ability to govern Yemen. 

Like today, the strategy ultimately 
failed, but not before it launched Yemen 
into famine conditions, which the coun- 
try is just now recovering from. Even with 
that recovery, the Famine Early Warning 
Signs Network still considers Yemen to be 
in a state of acute food insecurity. 

The intensity of the 2018 fighting 


around Al Hudaydah port, combined 
with the growing humanitarian crisis, 
was the spark that began a peace process 
in Yemen. The Stockholm Agreement, 
signed in December 2018, was the first 
of several ceasefire agreements that tem- 
porarily put the Saudi war on Yemen on 
hold. The Stockholm Ceasefire was not 
fully implemented until 2021 when Saudi 
and Emirati forces finally withdrew from 
the port region. 

Throughout this time, the United States 
never actually recognized the validity of 
the Stockholm Agreement. That said, the 
United States did not reject the ceasefire 
plan either, until possibly now. 

With its recent escalations against the 
Al Hudaydah port, specifically, the life- 
line of Yemen, the United States threat- 
ens to launch the country back into civil 
war and famine, all while Yemen fights 
a cholera epidemic. In the week before 
the most recent strikes on the port, the 
U.S. signaled to Ansar Allah through 
back channels that it may formally re- 
ject the Stockholm Agreement and open 
the door for renewed Saudi and Emirati 
intervention. The U.S. would take this 
step to prevent Yemen from further as- 
sisting the resistance in Gaza, the West 
Bank, and Lebanon. 

The United States government and 
military often act as if they are peace 
brokers. Their actions prove quite the op- 
posite. The true greatest threat to peace 
and stability in the Middle East is the 
United States itself. Its recent brutal esca- 
lations against the free people of Yemen 
are stone-cold proof of that. + 
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Beyond the ballot 
Trans community calls for united resistance 


Continued from page 1 


This ad, in particular, seeks to erase 
the solidarity trans people and other 
queers of all colors showed during the 
2020 uprising after the police murder of 
George Floyd - when Trump, then in the 
White House, threatened to unleash the 
military against Black Lives protesters. 

Likewise, Trump ads targeting immi- 
grants and refugees contribute to whip- 
ping up a lynch-mob atmosphere ahead 
of the Nov. 5 general election. Trump 
has vowed to ban trans health care and 
begin a military roundup of migrants. 
He says he will make good on the threat 
to deploy U.S. troops against Palestine 
solidarity protests. 

During the last year, trans and queer 
people have also been in the forefront 
of protests and actions against the U.S.- 
Israeli genocide in Gaza. 

Speakers at Trump's 


national, immigrant, 
queer New York City - 
likewise used openly 
genocidal language 
against trans peo- 
ple, along with rac- 
ist hate directed at 
immigrants, African 
Americans, Puerto Ri- 
cans, and Palestinians. 


No support from Harris 


Democratic candidate Vice 
President Kamala Harris has 
gone out of her way to avoid any hint of 
support for trans people, who are under 
vicious attack from the far right. In fact, 
Harris hasn’t even offered the hollow 
“thoughts and prayers” for which Pres- 
ident Joe Biden became notorious. 

In an interview with NBC News on 
Oct. 22, Harris deflected a softball ques- 
tion about her position on trans rights. 
Instead of expressing support for trans 
people, their rights, and their health 
care, Harris simply said she would “fol- 
low the law.” 

While some Harris supporters at- 
tempted to paint this as a win for the 
LGBTQ+ community, many trans people 
pointed out that this is no kind of sup- 
port at all - given that half of U.S. states 
have now passed anti-trans laws. The 
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ultra-right U.S. Supreme Court is set 
to hear a case in early December that 
could have devastating consequences 
for trans youth health care and beyond. 

As the anti-trans panic continues to 
crest at home and abroad, in defiance 
of medical science and the lived experi- 
ence of trans people, there is a high like- 
lihood that a new Democratic adminis- 
tration and Congress will follow the 
example of the Labour government in 
Britain - which adopted the anti-trans 
policies set out under the previous 
right-wing Tory government. 

After all, Harris, following Biden, 
has already taken up the Trump poli- 
cy against immigrants and refugees at 
the Mexican border. Her campaign has 
steadily moved to the right since her 
nomination, courting right-wing war 

criminals like Dick Cheney and oth- 

er anti-LGBTQ+ Republicans 

who oppose Trump and de- 

fẹ, claring her total support 

for the genocidal apart- 
heid regime in Israel. 

Harris told “The 
View” that the only 
difference between 
her and Biden is that 
she would include 
Republicans in her 
administration. 

Taking their cue 
from the Harris cam- 
paign, Democratic con- 
gressional candidates in 
= Ohio and Texas have adopt- 
ed openly anti-trans positions. 


The ballot box? Or another way 


The city of Odessa, Texas, just enact- 
ed a ban on trans people using public 
restrooms that match their gender. The 
law includes a $10,000 bounty for peo- 
ple who report trans people using the 
“wrong” bathroom. 

A new study published by the Jour- 
nal of the American Medical Associa- 
tion (JAMA) has once again confirmed 
the high rate of long-term satisfaction 
among people who started gender-af- 
firming health care in their youth. But 
another study published in September 
by the journal Nature found a 72% in- 
crease in suicide attempts by trans 
youth and young adults in states that 
have enacted measures like Texas, with 


its ban on gender-affirming care and 
other legal attacks on trans rights. 

Trump applauds such measures. Har- 
ris stays quiet and will “follow the law.” 
What choice is there in November for 
trans people, their families, and sup- 
porters? 

Progressive third-party campaigns 
are an option for a protest vote at the bal- 
lot box. Black activist Cornel West and 
socialist Claudia de la Cruz have both 
taken strong positions in favor of trans 
rights and queer liberation, as well as 
for Palestine. Jill Stein, who has received 
a lot of publicity as an opponent of U.S. 
collaboration with Israel, has a platform 
that is generally pro-LGBTQ+, though 
it makes unnecessary concessions on 
trans youth health care. 

However individual trans people and 
allies choose to vote or choose not to 
vote, what’s most important is to recog- 
nize that we must organize and prepare 
to fight for our right to live - no matter 
the outcome on Election Day. 

If Harris is elected, we must be in the 
streets to help stop the probable coup at- 
tempt by Trump while continuing to fight 
the genocidal policies of the Democratic 
Party in Palestine. If the Democrats con- 
cede to Trump, we must resist the new 
fascist regime by any means necessary. 

The most crucial thing trans people 
can do is learn from the example of the 
heroic Palestinian resistance. We must 
work to build alliances with immigrants 
and other communities facing genocidal 
attacks. 

As I wrote during Pride month: “It’s 
the same U.S. ruling class, the same 
bosses and profiteers, the same reaction- 
ary politicians and media - the same 
capitalist system — aiming at people in 
Gaza and trans and queer people here 
at home. We are all sand in the gears of 
their efforts to turn back the clock on 
people’s rights worldwide. 

“Let’s do whatever we can to unite our 
struggles, together with all workers and 
communities under attack, to say: Our 
rights are not negotiable, and we are not 
going anywhere!” 

Melinda Butterfield is an organizer 
with Women In Struggle-Mujeres En 
Lucha. She was the initiator of the 
National March and Speakout to Protect 
Trans Youth in Orlando, Florida, on 
Oct. 7, 2023. 
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Oil-rich Nigeria charges hungry children 
with treason for protesting 


By Maggie Vascassenno 


In Nigeria, 29 children aged 14 to 17 
could face the death penalty after being 
arraigned in Abuja on Nov. 1 with 76 oth- 


exhaustion. They should be freed and 
allowed to unite with their families. 
Nigeria, one of Africa’s top oil produc- 
ers, continues to struggle with extreme 
poverty, rampant corruption, and high 
inflation. A significant portion of its 210 


million people face food insecurity, and 
the inflation rate is at a 28-year high. 
Meanwhile, the government has imple- 
mented austerity measures at the behest 
of the World Bank, which is dominated 
by the U.S. 


ers for participating in protests against 
the country’s severe cost-of-living crisis. 

The children were charged with mul- 
tiple felonies, including treason and pub- 
lic disturbance, despite Nigeria’s Child 
Rights Act, which prohibits criminal 
proceedings against children or sentenc- 
ing them to death. Bail was set at an im- 
possible 10 million naira ($5,900) per de- 
fendant; some have endured 90 days in 
detention without adequate food. 

Four children collapsed in court from 


Children being arraigned in Nigerian courtroom, Nov. 1. 
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Celebrating 75 years of liberation 


October1, 2024, marks the 75th anniversary of China's 
transformative revolution, which liberated the nation 
from feudal oppression and imperialist control. 


Under the leadership of Mao Zedong, the Commu- 
nist Party of China achieved what many deemed im- 
possible — inspiring not just China but working and 
oppressed peoples worldwide. 


The revolution brought an end to China's ‘Century 
of Humiliation? which began with British imperial- 
ism’s First Opium War in 1839. Over the past 75 years, 
there has been significant progress for the masses 
and China’s working class. 


Today, China stands as a global scientific power- 
house, boasting achievements in pollution reduction, 


and space exploration. The People’s Republic has 
made significant strides in healthcare, education, and 
sports. 

At no point has U.S. monopoly capitalism adopt- 
ed a hands-off approach toward the development 
of socialism in China or elsewhere. The maneuvers 
by U.S. imperialism have been increasingly more 
dangerous and now point in the direction of war. 


This book, “The U.S. War Drive Against China: 
What it means for workers,” aims to illuminate 
the growing dangers posed by a potential U.S. 
war against China and to reveal the real enemies 


of the working class. 


The # 
U.S. WAR > 


drive against 


CANINA, 


What it means 
for workers 


https://tinyurl.com/USWarChina 
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Longest-held U.S. political prisoner 
Leonard Peltier is hospitalized 


As of October 28, the longest-held 
political prisoner in the United States, 
Leonard Peltier, has been hospitalized. 
Peltier, who recently turned 80 behind 
bars, has dealt with various health 
concerns due to his long confinement, 
which include diabetes, high blood pres- 
sure, and surviving COVID-19. Peltier’s 
supporters are calling for him to receive 
an emergency medical transfer out of 
prison to a medical facility. 

“Leonard is confined in a small cell, 
most of the time being on lockdown, 
where he can’t even walk properly and 
have circulation and sunshine and 
proper food,” said close advocate Gloria 
La Riva in a recent interview. “I imag- 
ine anybody who thinks about Leonard 
wonders how does someone survive 
this? How do you live through this for 49 
years? That’s what the US government 
does to political prisoners. Whether it’s 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, or Mutulu Shakur, or 
Sundiata Acoli, who spend 40, 50 years 
in prison. It’s called political vengeance. 
It’s telling them, you will pay a price for 
your political activism.” 

Peltier, who is hailed as a hero of the 
Indigenous struggle for his activism with 
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Members the Muwekma Ohlone nation fly Leonard Peltier’s flag in San Francisco. 


the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
was denied parole in July after almost 
half a century behind bars. According to 
Peltier’s lawyer, Kevin Sharp, an inter- 
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im hearing has been scheduled for 2026, 
while a full hearing has been scheduled 
for June 2039, when Peltier will be 94. 


Source: Peoples Dispatch 


| What Is National Day Of Mourning? 


An annual tradition since 1970, National Day 
of Mourning is a solemn, spiritual and highly 
political day. Many of us fast from sundown 
the day before through the afternoon of that 
day (and have a social after NDOM so that 
participants in NDOM can break their fasts). 
We are mourning our ancestors and the geno- 
cide of our peoples and the theft of our lands. 
NDOM ¡s a day when we mourn, but we also 
feel our strength in action and solidarity. 


2024 NATIONAL DAY OF MOURNING 


Thursday, November 28, 2024 at 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. EST  Cole's Hill, Plymouth, MA 


FOR UPDATES: Please join and check out the UAINE facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/UAINE for 
updates on National Day of Mourning this year. Our website uaine.org will be updated, but not as quickly or frequently. 
Facebook event: https://bit.ly/NDOM2024 
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New York City rally demands: 
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KNOW THE FACTS: 
CUBAUNDERSIEGE ORG 


By Struggle-La Lucha New York Bureau 


Oct. 27 — A rally at Grand Central Ter- 
minal in midtown Manhattan demand- 
ed an end to the cruel U.S. economic war 
against Cuba. Just within the last year, 
U.S. sanctions have cost the Caribbean 
country $5 billion. 

The sanctions prevented Cuba from 
replacingtransformers and other equip- 
ment, which resulted in the recent elec- 
trical outages there. The rally was held 
a few days before the United Nations 
is scheduled to again overwhelmingly 
pass a resolution condemning the block- 
ade, asit has done for over 20 years. 

Many organizations came together to 
build this event. December 12th Move- 
ment members provided security. 

The Rude Mechanical Orchestra 
accompanied the rally wonderfully. 
Venceremos Brigade members carried a 
banner saying “Hands Off Cuba.” 

The two co-chairs were Justine Me- 


The Social Evolution of Humanity 
Marx and Engels were right! by Bob McCubbin 
This study of the evolution of humanity focuses on human 
social/sexual relations and, in particular, the changing social 
status of women. It offers a selection of scientific evidence 
that updates and augments the viewpoint expressed in 
Frederick Engels’ masterful work/Origin of the Family, 


Private Property and the State.’ 


In paperback or Kindle at https://tinyurl.com/vwarcv7 - 


‘Stop the U.S. blockade of Cuba!’ 


dina of the Young Communist League, 
an Amazon union activist, and Danny 
Valdes of the Democratic Socialists of 
America. Both grew up in Cuban immi- 
grant families. 

Brooklyn’s State Senator Jabari Bris- 
port denounced the blockade. He asked 
the capitalist establishment, “If you 
think that socialism doesn’t work, why 
do you blockade Cuba?” 

Vinson Verdree of the December 12th 
Movement reminded everyone that 
when Africa called, Cuba answered. 
Two thousand Cuban soldiers gave their 
lives alongside their African comrades 
in defeating the old South African apart- 
heid armies. Representing the Bronx 
Anti-War Coalition was Richie Merino, 
who denounced the blockade. 

Two recent graduates of the Latin 
American School of Medicine (ELAM) in 
Havana spoke of the free education they 
received there. Both of the young doctors 
are now helping poor people in the U.S. 


Published on the centenary of Vladimir Lenin’s death. 
The revolutionary leader of the Soviet Union and key 
contributor to Marxist theory, wrote “Imperialism, 
the Highest Stage of Capitalism” in 1916. It 
remains an influential critique of imperialism. m; 
In paperback or Kindle at 
tinyurl.com/LeninAndWar 
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More than 200 ELAM graduates work 
in U.S. hospitals and clinics. Cuban Pres- 
ident Miguel Díaz-Canel Bermúdez has 
announced that Cuba is giving 200 schol- 
arships to Palestinian medical students. 

Speakers denounced the hypocrisy 
of the U.S. in putting Cuba on its State 
Sponsors of Terrorism list while sup- 
plying the bombs to kill Palestinian and 
Lebanese Children. 

The crowd welcomed long-time Cuban 
solidarity activists Rosemari Mealy, J.D., 
Ph.D., and Gail Walker, Executive Direc- 
tor of the Interreligious Foundation for 
Community Organization (IFCO). 

Mealy described the efforts of people 
in the U.S. to raise funds to purchase 
hundreds of pacemakers for Cuban 
heart patients. Walker encouraged peo- 
ple to visit Cuba and find out the truth 
about the accomplishments of the Cu- 
ban revolution. 

Thats good advice. U.S. hands off 
Cuba! 


‘WAR AND LENIN in the 21st Century’ 


NEW - Updated to include U.S. complicity in 
the Gaza genocide and military profiteering. 


Elecciones de esperanza 


en PUERTO RICO 


Por Berta Joubert-Ceci 


En esta primera semana de noviembre 
aquí en Puerto Rico, hay una atmósfera 
de mucho nerviosismo, pero también de 
una gran esperanza de cambio. El proxi- 
mo martes 5 de noviembre seran las elec- 
ciones generales y todo indica que sera 
un proceso histórico. 

Por décadas, los partidos dominantes 
ya sean el Partido Popular Democrático, 
el PPD, que aboga por la continuación del 
estado colonial, como el Partido Nuevo 
Progresista, el PNP, que quiere que PR 
se convierta en el estado 51 de los Esta- 
dos Unidos, nos han sumido en la crisis 
más grave de nuestra historia. Partidos 
corruptos que han vendido la isla a mil- 
lonarios extranjeros y se han robado los 
presupuestos públicos abandonando to- 
talmente la función de un gobierno que 
administre para beneficio de su pueblo. 
Vivir en PR ahora es sumamente difícil, 


Elections of 


By Berta Joubert-Ceci 


This first week of November, here in 
Puerto Rico, one can feel an atmosphere 
of both nervousness and profound hope 
for change. Next Tuesday, November 5th, 
general elections will be held, and every- 
thing indicates that it will 
be a historic process. 

For decades, the prevail- 
ing parties, namely the 
Popular Democratic Party 
(PPD), advocating for the 
continuation of the colo- 
nial state, and the New 
Progressive Party (PNP), which seeks to 
transform Puerto Rico into the 51st state 
of the United States, have contributed 
to the most severe crisis in our history. 
Corrupt political entities have exploited 
the island for the benefit of foreign in- 
terests, misappropriating public funds 
and neglecting their duty to govern in 
the service of the people. Life in Puerto 
Rico has become increasingly challeng- 
ing, characterized by a lack of public 
transportation, a substantial rise in the 
cost of living, and a decline in public ser- 
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sin transporte público, aumento gigant- 
ezco en el costo de vida, todos los servi- 
cios públicos deteriorados ya sea por la 
privatización, o por su ineficiencia. En 
consecuencia, hemos perdido población 
que se ha visto empujada a migrar para 
poder sobrevivir. 

Ahora, esos partidos están deseper- 
ados ante el auge de la Alianza de País, 
un junte progresista entre el Partido In- 
dependentista Puertorriqueño el PIP, y el 
Movimiento Victoria Ciudadana, el MVC, 
porque están aumentando las adhe- 
siones tanto de populares y penepeístas 
desafectos, abochornados por la vileza y 
descaro de sus partidos, como del pueb- 
lo en general. Ven en la figura del Juan 
Dalmau, del PIP, para gobernador, una 
persona honesta que detendrá y rever- 
tirá los desastrses de las pasadas admin- 
istraciones. 

Dondequiera que se vaya, se siente ese 
sentimiento de esperanza. Si bien se ha 


acusado al pueblo boricua de indifer- 
entes y de ser “agiantones”, hay que re- 
cordar que es ese pueblo el que se tiró a 
las calles para sacar de la isla de Vieques, 
a la Marina estadounidense después 
de décadas de bombardeos y contami- 
nación de su suelo. Ese mismo pueblo en 
las calles, sacó al corrupto gobernante 
penepeísta Ricky Roselló en el famoso 
Verano del 19. 

Ahora, sale nuevamente a las calles en 
apoyo a la Alianza en caravanas exten- 
sas por la isla y a defender su voto el 5 de 
noviembre. 

Lo que sí es seguro, es que salga quien 
salga en la gobernación, el pueblo ha di- 
cho Basta a la corrupción y esta vez no se 
detendrá luego del 5 de noviembre. 

Desde Puerto Rico, para Radio 
Clarín de Colombia, les habló, 

Berta Joubert-Ceci 


hope in PUERTO RICO 


vices due to both privatization and inef- 
ficiency. Consequently, many have been 
compelled to migrate in search of better 
opportunities. 

Currently, these established parties 
find themselves under pressure from the 
emergence of Alianza de País, a progres- 
sive coalition formed by the 
Puerto Rican Independence 
Party (PIP) and Movimiento 
Victoria Ciudadana (MVC). 
This coalition is gaining 
support among disaffected 
members of both the PPD 
and the PNP, who are dis- 
illusioned by the actions of their parties. 
The figure of Juan Dalmau, representing 
the PIP for governor, is perceived as a 
trustworthy leader capable of addressing 
the failures of previous administrations. 

There is a palpable sense of optimism 
throughoutthe island. 
Despite occasional 
characterizations of 
the Puerto Rican peo- 
ple as indifferent, it 
is essential to recog- 
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same people who mobilized to remove 
the US Navy from Vieques after years of 
military bombing and environmental 
degradation. It was also these same peo- 
ple who massively went into the streets 
to oust the corrupt PNP governor, Ricky 
Roselló, during the Summer of 2019. 
Now, the people are once again taking 
to the streets in support of the Alian- 
za, participating in extensive caravans 
around the island and mobilizing to pro- 
tect their vote on November 5th. 
Regardless of the outcome in the gov- 
ernor's race, the people have unequiv- 
ocally expressed their rejection of cor- 
ruption, and this time they will not stop 
after November 5th. 
Reporting from 
Puerto Rico for Radio 
Clarín of Colombia, 
Berta Joubert-Ceci. 
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